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Preface

We are delighted to bring to the readers what in our view is a truly fascinating book,
National Constitutions in European and Global Governance: Democracy, Rights, the
Rule of Law — National Reports. The book contains twenty-nine in-depth national
reports, which are available online in two volumes via Open Access. The book will
be accompanied by a comparative monograph — referred to in this book as the
‘Comparative Study’ — as is explained in greater detail in the introductory chapter;
the Comparative Study will be published later this year.

The national reports were prepared in the framework of the five-year research
project ‘“The Role and Future of National Constitutions in European and Global
Governance’. The research project was funded through a 1.2 million EUR grant,
awarded by the European Research Council (ERC) (Grant Agreement No. 284316;
project acronym: ConstEurGlobGov), as part of the EU’s Seventh Framework
Programme.

The reports are the result of extensive research by more than sixty contributors,
whose posts and affiliations are listed at the beginning of each national report. The
full, alphabetical list of all contributors is provided in the ‘Contributors’ section.

However, here we would like to make special mention of and gratefully
acknowledge the central, pivotal contribution of the main constitutional law experts
to the preparation and co-ordination of the twenty-nine national reports. The list
of the main constitutional law experts for the countries covered in the research
project is provided below.

We would also like to express particular gratitude to the considerable number of
scholars specialising in the field of criminal law who kindly joined the project to
share their expertise with regard to questions relating to the European Arrest
Warrant. Equally, we would like to deeply thank all the other research collaborators
for their extensive research and written contributions covering the range of themes
addressed by the project.
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The main constitutional law experts who were approached to carry out and

co-ordinate the research for the project’s national reports are as follows:

Austria: Konrad Lachmayer

Belgium: Patricia Popelier and Catherine Van De Heyning

Bulgaria: Evgeni Tanchev and Martin Belov

Croatia: Iris Goldner Lang

Cyprus: Constantinos Kombos and Stéphanie Laulhé Shaelou

Czech Republic:  Zden¢k Kiihn

Denmark: Helle Krunke

Estonia: Madis Ernits and Carri Ginter

Finland: Tuomas Ojanen and Janne Salminen

France: Laurence Burgorgue-Larsen

Germany: Dieter Grimm and Mattias Wendel

Greece: Xenophon Contiades

Hungary: Marton Varju and Néra Chronowski

Ireland: Gerard Hogan

Italy: Giuseppe Martinico, Oreste Pollicino and Barbara
Guastaferro

Latvia: Kristine Kriima

Lithuania: Irmantas Jarukaitis

Luxembourg: Jorg Gerkrath

Malta: Peter G. Xuereb

The Netherlands:

Leonard Besselink and Monica Claes

Poland: Stanistaw Biernat
Portugal: Francisco Pereira Coutinho
Romania: Bogdan Iancu

Slovakia: Michal Bobek

Slovenia: Samo Bardutzky

Spain: Aida Torres Pérez
Sweden: Joakim Nergelius
Switzerland: Anne Peters

United Kingdom:

Alison L. Young and Patrick Birkinshaw

Once again, we are very grateful to the above constitutional law experts as well

as to all the research collaborators for having generously given their time, expertise,
attention and goodwill in carrying out extensive research for the project and for
contributing constructively to the analysis of the new challenges posed to consti-
tutional law by EU and transnational governance.

It must be noted that at the time of the book going to press, the overall con-
stitutional and political climate has changed significantly since the start of the
project in 2012, with widespread nationalist and illiberal developments in the
interim in and beyond Europe. The timeline of the project is outlined in the
introductory chapter, where it is explained that the present book does not address
the more recent changes. Instead, the book explores the deeper comparative
European constitutional culture and understanding of the rule of law, the common
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and diverse elements in the comparative European constitutional landscape, and
how these have been affected or changed by EU and global governance.

We hope that the national reports will make a significant contribution towards
thinking and discussion about the future direction of travel for national, compara-
tive, EU and global constitutionalism.

Canterbury, UK Anneli Albi
Ljubljana, Slovenia Samo Bardutzky
February 2019
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In Memoriam Kristine Kriima

It is with deep sadness that I am writing to inform readers that Dr. Kristine Kriima,
the constitutional law expert for Latvia for the present ERC funded research project
“The Role of National Constitutions in European and Global Governance’, passed
away on 4 July 2016 after a serious illness. Dr. Kristine Kriima held the post of
Associate Professor and Prorector of the Riga Graduate School of Law and was
formerly a justice at the Constitutional Court of Latvia.

I have immensely appreciated Kristine’s work both in her capacity as a con-
stitutional court judge and as a scholar, and I remember her as a very kind and warm
colleague. I have been particularly impressed by how Kristine, on the one hand, was
a strong champion of European and international law and cooperation and
emphasised the need to redefine classic national concepts such as sovereignty. Yet
on the other hand, especially in her role as the judge rapporteur in the IMF austerity
cases at the Constitutional Court of Latvia, she also sought to ensure a fairer
balance between the exigencies of tackling the economic crisis and the impact of
drastic cuts on those affected, including pensioners, children, disabled persons and
parents of newborn children.

Kristine was an internationally esteemed scholar, frequent invited speaker at
academic conferences and a valued member of numerous collaborative projects.
The pre-eminent European constitutional law professor Leonard Besselink from the
University of Amsterdam asked me to add the following note: ‘I will remember her
gentle character, and acute sense and awareness of where rule of law, discrimination
and fundamental rights could be involved where social or other policies seemed to
ignore them’.

For the present book, Dr. Kristine Krlima prepared a highly interesting national
report ‘The Constitution of Latvia—A Bridge Between Traditions and Modernity’,
in co-operation with Sandijs Statkus. In the Comparative Study that accompanies
the book, it emerges that the Latvian Constitutional Court, along with its German
and Portuguese counterparts, would appear to be the only courts in Europe to have
taken a more proactive approach to finding a better balance and upholding fun-
damental rights and constitutional values in the context of the IMF and EU crisis
measures and austerity programmes. In addition to its more well-known stance in

xi
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protecting the legitimate expectations of individuals in the context of the austerity
measures, the Latvian Constitutional Court notably underlined that taking inter-
national loans is an important matter of state and public life which must be decided
by the legislator on the basis of the principle of separation of powers and that,
furthermore, the government cannot restrict fundamental rights by assuming
international obligations. In so doing, the Court protected an important continental
European constitutional tradition that dates back to the nineteenth century but
which has increasingly come under strain in EU and global governance.

In my view, Kristine has left a highly valuable legacy to the legal thinking on
constitutional values and the rule of law-based state in the context of transnational
governance.

Everyone who knew Kristine will be deeply saddened by her death. Our sincere
condolences go to Kristine’s husband, Ivars, and daughter, Zane. According to
Kristine’s last will, her ashes were scattered into the Baltic Sea.

Anneli Albi
Professor of European Law
University of Kent
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